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PRESS RELEASE 
19th November 2025
For immediate release

Record breaking year for AgriScot, and Minister announces further funding for the Future Farming Investment Scheme

AgriScot, the UK’s premier agricultural business event, has recorded the highest attendance in its 24-year history as well as a significant increase in participation in their Dairy Classes, Silage and Business Skills Competitions.

Welcoming close to 12,000 visitors, with over 240 trade stands, the event continues to be recognised as the largest indoor event of its kind in Scotland.
The event demonstrated a packed programme, including a full seminar with Jim Fairlie, Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity of Scotland, announcing additional funding for the Future Farming Investment Scheme (FFIS) taking it to £21.4 million across over 1,600 applicants.
In his speech, he said “The scheme was competitive, with over 7,700 applications worth in excess of £77 million. I know there will be many who applied who will have been disappointed not to be successful in this round. There is no getting away from that. Going forward we will review the scheme to better understand what worked and where improvement could be made, to ensure it is more tightly targeted for any future rounds of the scheme. 
“Officials have also undertaken further assurance checks on the assessment of applications for FFIS.  As a result of those checks, areas designated as Common Grazings have been removed when verifying the total area of land occupied by a crofting business for assessment purposes.  We have also added a further source of data to verify Organic Certification and therefore determine eligibility. Officials have revalidated those further applications following these assurance checks and will now be able to issue a further 122 offers of grant, mainly to crofting and island businesses.”
Innovation and planning for the future remained at the heart of the event, with AgriScot’s Business Skills Winner demonstrating a strong understanding of the industry and the requirements to adapt to deliver a profitable farming business. Won by Rachel Baillie from South Lanarkshire, a fourth-year student studying Agricultural and Farm Business Management at Harper Adams University is from a mixed dairy and sheep farm just outside Carstairs, Rachel received a prize of £1,000, supported by Virgin Money. The competition, which is coordinated by SRUC, celebrated 15 years at AgriScot 2025 and included a special ceremony with all the winners.  

Commenting on the win, Rachel said, “I'm really excited to have won the AgriScot Business Skills Award. It’s really pushed me out of my comfort zone, and I found it particularly interesting to learn other people's opinions and views. I’ve picked up so many new skills and lots of knowledge on everything from global issues to finances on the farm."

With a spotlight on cost-effective precision technologies, the Product Innovation Award went to Eadie Bros and Co. Ltd for their compound-lever plier, used for lamb castrations. The tool aims to increase better welfare by significantly reducing the level of pain at castration and tail docking, by 90%.

Livestock was also key to the live interactive demonstrations, showcasing the options for on-farm efficiencies. The Sheep Game’s Cammy Wilson, and Te Pari highlighted the Racewell handling system, an all in one-solution that is allowing businesses to reconsider what one person can achieve. Whilst the beef demonstration, hosted by SAC Consulting (part of SRUC) and Genus discussed how beef genetics are playing a pivotal role within dairy herds. 

New this year was the Youngstock Dairy Classes, open to anyone between the ages of 5 and 30, encouraging the future and next generations. Judged as an interbreed and with 19 competitors, Joshua Atkinson and Joanne Coulthurst were awarded first prize for calves born 1st September 2024 to 28th February 2025, with Absolute Doorman Santorini. For calves born between 1st March 2024 and 31st August 2025, D&J Brewster and D Gray took the top spot with Whinchat Crown Royal Sara.

SuperHeifer 2025 went to Family Airey, with Newcroft Lambda Farida, and SuperCow 2025 was awarded to Evening Holsteins, with Evening Sidekick Jennifer.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Reflecting on his first year as AgriScot Chairman, Gilmour Lawrie said “AgriScot continues to be a highlight in the calendar for the agricultural industry, and our record visitor numbers demonstrate the importance of the event. By offering a platform to develop business, explore new innovations, hear the latest trends and opportunities during our seminars, and engage with policy, AgriScot has become an essential place to support future business decisions.

“I would like to thank all our sponsors and exhibitors, who help ensure we can continue to offer free entry and free parking, and to the volunteers and team who run the event. I am looking forward to welcoming all our visitors back in 2026.”

The 25th AgriScot will take place on Wednesday 18th November 2026. 

-ENDS-

Photographs: A selection of photos can be found here. If you are looking for a different image, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Full Results

Silage Results, sponsored by Watson Seeds.

Young Farmers
1st - David Smith, Deaconhill Farm, Mauchline
2nd - John Caldwell, Ladyyard Farm, Mauchline
3rd - Jamie Smith, Southridgehill Farm, Beith
 
Beef Clamp
1st - Robert Black, Drochil Castle Farm, West Linton
2nd - SRUC Easter Howgate, Edinburgh
3rd - Ian Duncan Millar, Tirinie Farm, Aberfeldy
 
Big Bale
1st - Gregor Nelson, Redcroft Farm, Castle Douglas
2nd - David Mackie, Westerboard Farm, Glasgow
3rd - AF & PM Hamilton, Balmesh Farm, Glenluce, Newton Stewart
 
Dairy Clamp
1st - Graham Kerr, Kirklands Farm, Dunsyre, South Lanarkshire
2nd - Andrew McGregor, East Law Farm, Carluke, Lanarkshire
3rd - Barr Farms, Meldrum, Blair Drummond, Stirlingshire

Business Skills Results, sponsored by Virgin Money and supported by SRUC

Winner: Rachel Baillie (South Lanarkshire) comes from a mixed dairy and sheep farm just outside Carstairs, South Lanarkshire. She is currently in her fourth year studying Agriculture with Farm Business Management at Harper Adams University near Newport. Having recently completed her placement year with SAC Consulting as an Agricultural Technician, Rachel gained invaluable experience shadowing consultants and deepening her understanding of the advisory side of the industry. 

With aspirations to pursue a career in farm consultancy, Rachel chose a degree that balances technical agricultural knowledge with business acumen. Her placement year confirmed her interest in the consultancy field and allowed her to work hands-on with new policy developments, sustainability schemes, and farm business planning. She believes the industry’s shift towards sustainability and net zero should not be seen as a “tick box” exercise but as a strategic opportunity for farms to improve long-term business performance. Rachel is passionate about helping businesses adapt early and make the most of changing support schemes.

Product Innovation 

Winner:  Eadie Bros & Co. Ltd

The ClipFitter is a cost-effective precision compound-lever plier for the process of lamb castrations. It aims to increase better welfare by significantly reducing the level of pain at castration and tail docking by 90%.
SRUC scientists concluded that young lambs castrated with ClipFitter behave as though they haven’t been castrated – as the closing force is enough to produce the effect of anaesthesia. Some trials show growth and health benefits too, from these almost pain free experiences.
Using the brand-new Mini Hybrid could become lambing shed standard practice UK-wide, and a vital part of vet and agricultural student education.
Product Innovation Joint Highly Commended: 

ATVTrac

Introduced to the agriculture market in 2024, ATVTrac Lite offers affordable stolen recovery tracking. Benefitting from GPS, GSM and RF (radio frequency), ATVTrac / ATVTrac Lite was the first to offer such technology in a dedicated device, allowing the team at ATVTrac to not only track down stolen assets but be able to assist in proactive recoveries. Until now, only radio frequency could offer detailed location information.

Alltech

Alltech’s 37+ mycotoxin testing highlights the increasing challenge of mycotoxins in UK agriculture. These invisible toxins compromise animal health, performance and farm profitability. Mycosorb A+® Evo, Alltech’s next-generation mycotoxin binder, is a patent-pending innovation designed to remove mycotoxins from the digestive tract before they cause harm.

Building on over three decades of science, this breakthrough technology shows enhanced interaction with Penicillium mycotoxins, offering targeted protection for UK ruminant producers facing significant mycotoxin-related challenges. It also delivers a twofold increase in the binding capacity of DON, one of the most challenging mycotoxins.

Dairy Classes

You can view the stock catalogue here

	Youngstock 1
	1st 
	37 - ATKINSON, JOSHUA & COULTHURST, JOANNE ,  ABSOLUTE DOORMAN SANTORINI,  PLI -52, b 16/10/2024, s VAL-BISSON DOORMAN ET 

	2nd 
	39 - LOCHHEAD & SONS *, T, LH KEDAR SALUTE JUNIPER ET,  PLI 117, b 5/10/2024, s HAMMING SALUTE
	3rd 
	31 - MESSRS HOWIE, R , ABSOLUTE LAMORREY EMOTION,  PLI 221, b 6/1/2025, s COMESTAR LAMORREY ET

	Youngstock 2
	1st 
	44 -BREWSTER, D & J  & GRAY, D , WHINCHAT CROWN ROYAL SARA,  PLI -43, b 8/6/2024, s BLONDIN J CROWN ROYAL
	2nd 
	48 - MESSRS HOWIE, R ,  STARLET CHIEF FLO,  PLI 113, b 1/3/2024, s STANTON CHIEF ET
	3rd 
	45 - LAIRD *, DONALD, CAULDCOATS SIDEKICK BEAUTY,  PLI 12, b 6/6/2024, s WALNUTLAWN SIDEKICK

	Class 1 – Jersey
	1st
	54 - HUNTER FAMILY *,  CLYDEVALLEY LIGHTNING RHODA, PLI 110, b 20/3/2023, s LAITJOIE LIGHTNING ET
	2nd
	53 - HUNTER FAMILY *,  CLYDEVALLEY BOOMERANG CUDDLE, VG85, PLI 106, b 19/4/2023, s DULET BOOMERANG
	3rd
	51 - JACKSON & DAUGHTERS , TA & ML, INGLEVIEW VICTORIOUS M JANE, VG86, PLI -46, b 2/8/2023, s RIVER VALLEY VICTORIOUS ET

	Class 2a – Holstein
	1st
	64 - BREWSTER, D & J  & GRAY,  D *, BOCLAIR DAVINCI ARIEL 2,  PLI 126, b 22/6/2023, s EBA DAVINCI
	2nd
	63 - LAIRD *, DONALD, CAULDCOATS CHIEF PEGGY 2,  PLI -79, b 6/7/2023, s STANTON CHIEF ET
	3rd
	59 - LAWSON & SON *, A, NEWBIRKS HANIKO BLUEBLOOD 1060, VG86, PLI 216, b 8/22/2023, s SIEMERS LAMBDA HANIKO ET

	Class 3 – Ayrshire
	1st
	66 - OMLINSON & SON *, ET, SANDYFORD REAGAN MAYFLOWER, PLI 127, b 29/8/2023, s PALMYRA BERKELY REAGAN  ET

	2nd
	71 - BAYNES & SON , GG, MIDDLE MAE ME, VG86, PLI 42, b 14/3/2023, s MOATHOUSE MIGHTY EAGLE
	3rd
	67 - LINDSAY , D M, MIDDLE ELKIN KM 6,  PLI 118, b 16/7/2023, s WHITEFLAT KING MARTY

	Class 4 – Any other breed
	1st
	75 - LOCHHEAD & SONS *, T, KEDAR DREAMY SWEET CHEEKS, VG88, PLI 209, b 1/1/2023, s JOLAHOFS SUPERSTAR DREAMER ET
	2nd
	74 - BAYNES & SON , GG, OXTON ZUMBA WINSONIA 133, PLI , b 21/2/2023, s MAPLETON VLY J ZUMBA
	3rd
	73 - LAWSON & SONS *, B, LISNAMULLIGAN FAIRY 22,  PLI , b 21/9/2023, s OXTON ROYAL ET

	Class 5 – Red & White 
	1st 
	80 - BOWN *, HANNAH, HANVIEW SNOWDROP STOCKING RED, VG87, PLI -109, b 3/1/2023, s CYCLE MCGUCCI JORDY RED 

	2nd 
	79 - CROSSFELL HOLSTEINS , MOX ALVA RED ET, VG87, PLI 25, b 20/1/2023, s STGEN DORAL RED ET
	3rd
	77 - WEATHERUP & PARTNERS *, BRIAN, PINUPGIRL ALPHA STOCKINGS RED,  PLI -152, b 3/11/2023, s BLONDIN ALPHA ET

	Class 2b – Holstein
	1st 
	85 - AIREY FAMILY *,  NEWCROFT LAMBDA FARIDA, VG87, PLI 177, b 2/12/2022, s FARNEAR DELTA LAMBDA ET
	2nd 
	84 - SLOAN, N  & STRUTHERS, A ,  RIVERDANE SUMMERBREEZE, VG87, PLI 88, b 23/3/2023, s STANTON CHIEF ET
	3rd
	87 - BLYTHBRIDGE HOLSTEINS *, BLYTHBRIDGE ORTHILD GEMMA, VG87, PLI 182, b 15/8/2022, s DOTTI MEDLEY ORTHILD ET

	Holstein Champion
	1st 
	85 - AIREY FAMILY *,  NEWCROFT LAMBDA FARIDA, VG87, PLI 177, b 2/12/2022, s FARNEAR DELTA LAMBDA ET
	2nd 
	64 - BREWSTER, D & J  & GRAY,  D *, BOCLAIR DAVINCI ARIEL 2,  PLI 126, b 22/6/2023, s EBA DAVINCI
	
	

	SuperHeifer 2025
	1st
	85 - AIREY FAMILY *,  NEWCROFT LAMBDA FARIDA, VG87, PLI 177, b 2/12/2022, s FARNEAR DELTA LAMBDA ET
	2nd
	80 - BOWN *, HANNAH, HANVIEW SNOWDROP STOCKING RED, VG87, PLI -109, b 3/1/2023, s CYCLE MCGUCCI JORDY RED 

	
	


	Class 6 – Holstein, Junior Cow second lactation
	1st 
	93 - SMITH & SONS, IA & BOCLAIR & GRAYRIDGE *,  BOCLAIR LAMBDA REIZEND 5, VG89, PLI 68, b 1/4/2022, s FARNEAR DELTA LAMBDA ET
	2nd 
	92 - KENNEDY & SON *, JOHN, CLYDEVIEW FUEL ESMERALDA, VG89, PLI 81, b 5/5/2022, s MELARRY FUEL ET
	3rd 
	96 - BLYTHBRIDGE HOLSTEINS *, BLYTHBRIDGE SOLARPOWER AMBROSIA, VG88, PLI -76, b 27/10/2021, s VOGUE SOLARPOWER

	Class 7 – Ayrshire Cow in milk in second lactation
	1st 
	99 -ADAMSON & SONS *, JOHN, SWAITES NICE GIRL 42 ET, VG87, PLI 311, b 15/6/2022, s MARLEYCOTE LEGEND
	2nd 
	101 - TOMLINSON & SON *, ET, SANDYFORD RINGER MAYFLOWER 2, VG85, PLI 255, b 8/5/2022, s BLUE SPRUCE RINGER
	3rd 
	105 - MONTGOMERIE , AW, RHOS LOTTERY LESLEY, VG87, PLI 84, b 15/7/2021, s RHOS LOTTERY

	Class 8 – Jersey Cow in milk in second or third lactation
	1st 
	112 - METCALF, JACK & HENRY, MARK &  TIMLIN, RORY *,  MOSTRAGEE RT PREMIER  SPRITZ ET, VG88, PLI -66, b 6/10/2021, s HAWARDEN IMPULSE PREMIER
	2nd 
	108 - SLOAN *, BRYCE, DARNLAW WEBCAM JANEY, VG88, PLI -26, b 31/1/2022, s UNIQUE WEBCAM
	3rd 
	109 - SCOTT *, R & M, NETHERVALLEY OLIVER REGINA, VG87, PLI 28, b 10/1/2022, s DUTCH HOLLOW OLIVER

	Class 9 – Red & White Cow in milk in second or later lactation
	1st 
	119 - BOWN *, HANNAH, HANVIEW ALADDIN STOCKING RED, EX94, PLI 63, b 23/11/2018, s R DG ALADDIN RED ET
	2nd 
	113 - ARRANVIEW HOLSTEINS *, ARRANVIEW MIRAND APHRODITE RED ET, VG86, PLI -27, b 7/10/2022, s COOMBOONA ZIPIT MIRAND ET
	3rd 
	116 - YATES *, B & M, LOGAN LATENITE SHANIA RED ET, VG89, PLI -119, b 11/12/2021, s AVANT GARDE-I LATENITE

	Class 10 – Any Other Breeds – Cow in milk in second or later lactation
	1st 
	125 - LOCHHEAD & SONS *, T, KEDAR NESCARDO SNICKERLISCIOUS, EX95, PLI 247, b 4/3/2017, s KALINGEN NESTA NESCARDO
	2nd 
	124 - DIXON , SHAUN, OXTON RIC WILDEYES 970, EX93, PLI 129, b 23/10/2018, s COR BLOO RICOCHET
	3rd 
	123 - LOCHHEAD & SONS *, T, KEDAR  FAUST ESPRITE, EX93, PLI 36, b 25/1/2020, s RIEDLAND CAMELOT VAUST ET

	Class 11 – Holstein Intermediate Cow in third lactation
	1st 
	127 - SCOTT , R & M, CLYDEVIEW SIDEKICK MATILDA, EX93, PLI -99, b 18/10/2020, s WALNUTLAWN SIDEKICK

	2nd 
	126 - BOWN *, RA, RICHAVEN JORDY STOCKING, VG88, PLI -297, b 23/4/2021, s CYCLE MCGUCCI JORDY RED
	
	

	Class 12A – Ayrshire Cow in third lactation
	1st 
	131 - BRYSON & SON , MUNGO, MIDDLE JEAN KM 2, EX92, PLI 252, b 24/9/2020, s WHITEFLAT KING MARTY
	2nd 
	128 - LAWRIE *, A & S, CUTHILL TOWERS RAGER MISS BLONDIE, VG88, PLI 535, b 18/7/2021, s RI-VAL-RE RAGER RED ET
	3rd 
	130 - BARR , J & M, KNOWE HAWAIIAN WHITE LILY 3, VG88, PLI 221, b 25/11/2020, s PAM AYRS HAWAIIAN

	Class 13 – Jersey Cow in milk in fourth or later lactation
	1st 
	133 - HUNTER FAMILY *, CLYDEVALLY BARCELONA FIELDFARE, VG86, PLI 125, b 2/2/2020, s FDL BARCELONA
	2nd 
	134 - HUNTER FAMILY *, CLYDEVALLEY DISCO MAPLE, EX92, PLI 66, b 19/2/2019, s OAKLANE DAZZLER DISCO ET
	
	

	Class 14 – Holstein Senior Cow in fourth or later lactation
	1st 
	138 - EVENING HOLSTEINS *,  EVENING SIDEKICK JENNIFER, EX95, PLI -92, b 17/11/2018, s WALNUTLAWN SIDEKICK
	2nd 
	137 - BOWN *, RA, RICHAVEN BYWAY KAY ET, EX95, PLI -83, b 26/11/2018, s OH-RIVER-SYC BYWAY ET
	3rd 
	135 - KENNEDY & SON *, JOHN, CLYDEVIEW CHIEF ALDER, EX93, PLI 84, b 3/4/2020, s STANTON CHIEF ET

	Class 12B – Ayrshire Cow in milk in fourth or later lactation 
	1st 
	142 - TIMBRELL, A  & TOMLINSON, B *,  MILLFORD SUPREME JUNGLE GIRL, EX94, PLI 35, b 17/9/2018, s SANDYFORD SUPREME ET
	2nd 
	140 - LINDSAY , D M, MIDDLE LOVELY MB, VG85, PLI 69, b 2/1/2020, s MIDDLE BOLT
	3rd 
	144 - LINDSAY, D M, HARPERFIELD QUEEN OF  SOUTH 60, EX92, PLI 197, b 10/4/2018, s ARRAN VIEW ALLBRAN

	Cow CHAMPION – Jersey
	
	112 - METCALF, JACK & HENRY, MARK &  TIMLIN, RORY *,  MOSTRAGEE RT PREMIER  SPRITZ ET, VG88, PLI -66, b 6/10/2021, s HAWARDEN IMPULSE PREMIER 

	
	
	
	

	Cow CHAMPION – Holstein
	
	138 - EVENING HOLSTEINS *,  EVENING SIDEKICK JENNIFER, EX95, PLI -92, b 17/11/2018, s WALNUTLAWN SIDEKICK
	
	
	
	

	Cow CHAMPION - Ayrshire
	
	99 - ADAMSON & SONS *, JOHN, SWAITES NICE GIRL 42 ET, VG87, PLI 311, b 15/6/2022, s MARLEYCOTE LEGEND
	
	
	
	

	Cow CHAMPION – R&W
	
	119 - BOWN *, HANNAH, HANVIEW ALADDIN STOCKING RED, EX94, PLI 63, b 23/11/2018, s R DG ALADDIN RED ET
	
	
	
	

	Cow CHAMPION – Other Breeds
	
	125 - LOCHHEAD & SONS *, T, KEDAR NESCARDO SNICKERLISCIOUS, EX95, PLI 247, b 4/3/2017, s KALINGEN NESTA NESCARDO
	
	
	
	

	SuperCow 2025
	1st 
	138 - EVENING HOLSTEINS *,  EVENING SIDEKICK JENNIFER, EX95, PLI -92, b 17/11/2018, s WALNUTLAWN SIDEKICK
	2nd 
	119 - BOWN *, HANNAH, HANVIEW ALADDIN STOCKING RED, EX94, PLI 63, b 23/11/2018, s R DG ALADDIN RED ET
	
	





Follow AgriScot online:   
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/AgriScot/    
LinkedIn  - https://uk.linkedin.com/company/agriscot  
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