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Black-grass – there’s more to come

BASF Agronomy blog featuring award-winning Niab agronomist, Patrick Stephenson
Current situation:
“We were doing quite well at delaying drilling this autumn but the dam has now burst and diesel is being burnt. Weather and soil conditions are just too good to hold back drilling any longer.
“In the far north of the region - where black-grass isn’t so much of an issue and there has been moisture to get crops off to a good start – growers are well into drilling. Many will have well over half their winter wheat acreage in the ground now. 
“Further south, around Lincolnshire for example, there’s been less rainfall and, because black-grass is more problematic here, more growers have delayed drilling… until now.  
“Growers have been able to establish stale seedbeds this autumn, but only in the last 10-14 days when we finally had the rain to prompt grass weed germination. Some have even managed to get two glyphosate applications on, but it very much depends on when they got rain. 
“There’s no doubt that the stale seedbeds achieved this autumn will help us control the grass weeds but I’m worried that there’s still more to come. The dry conditions since harvest has stopped them from chitting until very recently.
“It is important to remember that although control last year was good, one clean year doesn’t mean the next year will be weed free. Where black-grass or ryegrass are a problem there will be many seeds in the soil profile ready to chit when conditions are right.
Spring cropping squeezed by financial pressure:
“While spring crops are still an important route to grass weed control, financial pressures are making it harder to use them.  
“Low commodity prices together with a lack of movement with input prices, means that it is quite hard to get a profit out of a spring crop. As a result, more people are looking at maize or SFI options.
“This year, with a good season of control behind us people think they are ‘ahead’ and are more likely to put another winter crop in and drill earlier. Although the products we’ve got now are better than we’ve had for a long time, they still have limitations. 
Use multiple modes of action in herbicide programmes:
“Using multiple modes of action is key to herbicide programmes, particularly when targeting ryegrass.
“Resistance in ryegrass will become more of an issue and part of that is because farmers are farming or contracting across bigger acreages and under considerable time pressure at harvest, leaving less time for good hygiene practices. Seed is being spread with machinery as a result.
“Growers who started drilling earlier than I would have liked, tend to be those with less of a grass weed challenge and have understandably, based their programmes around flufenacet, pendimethalin + diflufenican.  In wheat, they do have the option of following up with Luximo, if they need to.
“For those with wheat going in the ground now, Luximo will be an important part of their herbicide programmes.
Thoughts on Luximo:
“Luximo is certainly the number one product for black-grass control. It is very effective and where there are grass weed issues, Luximo is now the key active ingredient.
“Ryegrass is more of a challenge and Luximo certainly offers good efficacy. It has proven to be as effective as others available. But one active isn’t enough for ryegrass and like any other product, it needs to be used in conjunction with others. 
“Overall, Luximo is a very good active ingredient and has earnt its place in herbicide programmes.” 
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About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
Everything we do, we do for the love of farming. Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population, while reducing environmental impacts. That’s why we are working with partners and experts to integrate sustainability criteria into all business decisions. With €919 million in 2024, we invest in a strong R&D pipeline, combining innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our solutions are purpose-designed for different crop systems. Connecting seeds and traits, crop protection products, digital tools and sustainability approaches, to help deliver the best possible outcomes for farmers, growers and our other stakeholders along the value chain. With teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we do everything in our power to build a sustainable future for agriculture. In 2024, our division generated sales of €9.8 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or our social media channels.

Über BASF Agricultural Solutions 
Alles, was wir tun, tun wir aus Liebe zur Landwirtschaft. Weltweit gesunde und bezahlbare Nahrungsmittel für eine schnell wachsende Bevölkerung bereitzustellen ist die grundlegende Rolle der Landwirtschaft. Zugleich sind Landwirte gefordert, die Auswirkungen auf die Umwelt weiter zu verringern. Wir unterstützen sie gemeinsam mit Partnern und Experten auf diesem Weg. Dabei beziehen wir Nachhaltigkeitskriterien in all unsere Geschäftsentscheidungen ein. Mit 919 Millionen € in 2024 investieren wir in eine starke Forschungs- und Entwicklungspipeline, die innovatives Denken mit praktischem Handeln auf dem Feld verbindet. Unsere Lösungen sind speziell für verschiedene Anbausysteme entwickelt. Sie verbinden Saatgut und speziell gezüchtete Pflanzeneigenschaften, Pflanzenschutzprodukte, digitale Tools und Nachhaltigkeitsansätze, um Landwirten, Züchtern und anderen Interessengruppen entlang der Wertschöpfungskette bestmögliche Ergebnisse zu bieten. Mit Teams im Labor, auf dem Feld, im Büro und in der Produktion tun wir alles, was in unserer Macht steht, um eine nachhaltige Zukunft für die Landwirtschaft zu schaffen. Im Jahr 2024 hat unser Unternehmensbereich einen Umsatz von 9,8 Milliarden € erzielt. Weitere Informationen finden Sie unter www.agriculture.basf.com oder auf unseren Social-Media-Kanälen.
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