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Grassweeds and dry conditions delay drilling in the North East

BASF Agronomy blog featuring Niab agronomist, Julian Thirsk

Julian Thirsk is an Arable Consultant for Niab. He is responsible for 7,800ha across Yorkshire, Durham and Northumberland, as well as his own 325ha farm located in North Yorkshire. 
In this latest blog Julian reflects on last year's grassweed control, the current challenge and how he’ll be tackling ryegrass and black-grass in the coming weeks.
Last year’s grassweed legacy 
“I have been very happy with the ryegrass control we achieved last year. 
“Black-grass control, however, was more mixed; we had some clean fields, but there were others that I was disappointed with. 
“Those fields with higher or more problematic populations received more chemistry and we got a good result. Luximo worked really well, often with aclonifen added to the mix. 
“Where populations were lower and we opted for a flufenacet-based programme, control looked good but wasn’t ‘good enough’.
Persistent dry conditions hinder field work 
“Up until last week, conditions here have been exceptionally dry. It has been very frustrating and prevented field work. 
“Every farm seems to be facing different cultivation challenges this autumn and decisions are being made almost on a field-by-field basis.
“From the combination of the 23/24 season - which was so wet that soils slumped - and the dry one that is just behind us, there are some fields with soil pans that have needed - or are needing - addressing. Where sub-soiling has been done well, these soils are much more friable.
“There are also fields where it has been difficult to establish a good seedbed. Here, we’ve brought the flat rolls out and left the seedbed to mellow. 
“The dry weather also means that some growers have only just started drilling. It’s been too dry for the drills, so only around 5% of winter wheat has gone in the ground so far. 
“Those with a grassweed issue will be hanging on a little longer anyway.” 
The extent of the grassweed challenge
“The North East is home to some difficult grassweeds. 
“On the heaviest land, the black-grass is as ‘good’ as you get anywhere, and the golden triangle around Wakefield, in West Yorkshire, has had some of the most resistant ryegrass in the country. It’s been there for 30 years and famously ‘broke’ Axial (pinoxaden) in just three years.
“Meanwhile, ryegrass has been specifically bred to be vigorous and prolific, but the loss of effective chemistry and reduced tillage exacerbate the issue.  Historically, ryegrass seed was periodically buried, preventing germination but this tool isn’t being used as much as it once was.” 
Julian’s top tips for controlling grassweeds
“Rotational ploughing can greatly reduce the volume of seed on the soil surface. It can’t be done every year because it will bring ryegrass seed back to the surface where it can germinate. When deployed periodically, and by varying the depth and timing to improve the efficacy, this cultural control can work well. 
“My next top tip would be to delay drilling, then it is about the chemistry.
“The difference between ryegrass and black-grass is in their germination. You usually see two or three flushes of black-grass, but ryegrass will just keep chitting.
“In February you might think you’ve done a good job, but by March you’re wondering where all the ryegrass has come from.  If there is daylight, ryegrass will germinate. The only way of addressing ryegrass’ extended germination is by maintaining the pressure with residual chemistry.”
Luximo: the cornerstone of herbicide programmes
For ryegrass control, we tend to delay drilling and start at pre-emergence with Luximo + pendimethalin. At peri-emergence we’ll top up with Tower / Tribal (chlortoluron, pendimethalin + diflufenican).  Avadex (triallate), does also feature in some ryegrass programmes, if an applicator is available. It isn’t as effective on ryegrass as it is with black-grass but it does bring some additional control. 
“When it comes to black-grass control, broadly speaking there are two ‘herbicide programmes’ I recommend. Both pivot around Luximo. 
“Which programme is chosen depends on several factors including the extent and resistance status of the population, the timing of applications and soil type.   
“Luximo has become the mainstay of my ryegrass and black-grass control programmes simply because it is head and shoulders above everything else in the market.” 
The outlook

“The last couple of years have been difficult, but the drills are starting to get into fields and we’re hoping for kind weather to enable the autumn jobs to be completed.”
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About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
Everything we do, we do for the love of farming. Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population, while reducing environmental impacts. That’s why we are working with partners and experts to integrate sustainability criteria into all business decisions. With €919 million in 2024, we invest in a strong R&D pipeline, combining innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our solutions are purpose-designed for different crop systems. Connecting seeds and traits, crop protection products, digital tools and sustainability approaches, to help deliver the best possible outcomes for farmers, growers and our other stakeholders along the value chain. With teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we do everything in our power to build a sustainable future for agriculture. In 2024, our division generated sales of €9.8 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or our social media channels.

Über BASF Agricultural Solutions 
Alles, was wir tun, tun wir aus Liebe zur Landwirtschaft. Weltweit gesunde und bezahlbare Nahrungsmittel für eine schnell wachsende Bevölkerung bereitzustellen ist die grundlegende Rolle der Landwirtschaft. Zugleich sind Landwirte gefordert, die Auswirkungen auf die Umwelt weiter zu verringern. Wir unterstützen sie gemeinsam mit Partnern und Experten auf diesem Weg. Dabei beziehen wir Nachhaltigkeitskriterien in all unsere Geschäftsentscheidungen ein. Mit 919 Millionen € in 2024 investieren wir in eine starke Forschungs- und Entwicklungspipeline, die innovatives Denken mit praktischem Handeln auf dem Feld verbindet. Unsere Lösungen sind speziell für verschiedene Anbausysteme entwickelt. Sie verbinden Saatgut und speziell gezüchtete Pflanzeneigenschaften, Pflanzenschutzprodukte, digitale Tools und Nachhaltigkeitsansätze, um Landwirten, Züchtern und anderen Interessengruppen entlang der Wertschöpfungskette bestmögliche Ergebnisse zu bieten. Mit Teams im Labor, auf dem Feld, im Büro und in der Produktion tun wir alles, was in unserer Macht steht, um eine nachhaltige Zukunft für die Landwirtschaft zu schaffen. Im Jahr 2024 hat unser Unternehmensbereich einen Umsatz von 9,8 Milliarden € erzielt. Weitere Informationen finden Sie unter www.agriculture.basf.com oder auf unseren Social-Media-Kanälen.



Internal

	Media Relations
BASF
Phone: 
Email:

	Jane Craigie Marketing
Phone: 
Email:

	BASF SE
67056 Ludwigshafen
www.basf.com
presse.kontakt@basf.com

	
	
	



Internal

Internal

image1.png




image2.png




image3.png
HE

\/\

‘ " \
WAV © /mvm\fg //\\h//\\ ks
\ - :

)

\

\

\
\\//
\
A\ \

WV \\ﬂ N A (AN A\ B\





