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Wheat yield loss leads to change in variety choice for brown rust control.

A battle with brown rust last year has seen Ollie Cook drop Crusoe from the rotation at Shillingford Farm in Oxfordshire and replace it with a new Group 1, SY Cheer, which has a better brown rust resistance score.

“I wouldn’t like to guess at the yield loss last season and although the Crusoe did make the protein for milling, it struggled on the specific weight because the high brown rust pressure resulted in smaller grains.

“As part of an integrated pest management (IPM) approach I have SY Cheer in the ground this season which has an AHDB Recommended List brown rust rating of 6, better than Crusoe, with 3. 

“Although no two years are the same in farming, rusts are our biggest problem in the wheat here at Shillingford. We are right in the middle of the Thames valley and get pretty warm in the summer but we do get septoria and occasionally mildew as well, however, it is variety specific.”

IPM measures

Jared Bonner Business Development Manager, BASF said, “Growing resistant varieties is a cornerstone of IPM, however, most conventional wheat varieties are moderately susceptible or susceptible to brown rust and growers need to be aware that once established in a crop, brown rust  is very difficult to remove.“  

Aoife O’Driscoll, Senior Specialist, Niab, agreed, “Brown rust’s infection efficiency is much better than that of yellow rust; it is 8 times more infectious. If you have brown rust then you need to treat it like a biosecurity issue, you need to get rid of it as soon as possible.“ 

“Regular monitoring of crops to ensure early detection and timely intervention is essential. Growers also need to be aware that brown rust cycles very quickly in warm weather, quicker than yellow rust,“ cautioned Jared.

Fungicide Selection 

“One clear learning from the season 2024 was that focussing solely on septoria is not a good idea.  Although in the UK septoria predominates, it is rarely in isolation and growers want to achieve broad spectrum disease control with their fungicide programmes. 

“Although last year’s early brown rust epidemic was unusual, even in more ‘normal’ years this disease should feature in T1 and T2 decision making, especially on susceptible varieties. The SDHI azole combination planned for septoria at these timings must also be effective on brown rust.

“Revystar XE (mefentrifluconazole + fluxapyroxad) gives effective broad spectrum control of septoria, brown and yellow rust,” said Jared.

Aoife explained, “As an azole, there is no question about it that mefentrifluconazole (Revysol) is the strongest azole that we have against brown rust and one of the strongest on septoria and yellow rust as well.

“In order to protect the two new SDHIs we have had in the last year, we should use them in combination with an azole; Revysol, as a broad spectrum azole that covers most of the target diseases really is the standout. Using Revysol in the programme is really important.“
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Disclaimer
Use plant protection products safely. Always read the label and product information before use. For further product information including warning phrases and symbols refer to www.agricentre.basf.co.uk Revystar® XE contains mefentrifluconazole + fluxapyroxad. Revystar®, Revysol® are registered Trademarks of BASF. © BASF 2025. All rights reserved.


About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
Everything we do, we do for the love of farming. Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population, while reducing environmental impacts. That’s why we are working with partners and experts to integrate sustainability criteria into all business decisions. With €944 million in 2023, we continue to invest in a strong R&D pipeline, combining innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our solutions are purpose-designed for different crop systems. Connecting seeds and traits, crop protection products, digital tools and sustainability approaches, to help deliver the best possible outcomes for farmers, growers and our other stakeholders along the value chain. With teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we do everything in our power to build a sustainable future for agriculture. In 2023, our division generated sales of €10.1 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or our social media channels.


About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 111,000 employees in the BASF Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €87.3 billion in 2022. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com.




	Media Relations
BASF: James Rowe
Phone: +44 7387 523990 
Email: james.rowe@basf.com

	Jane Craigie Marketing
Phone: +447792 467730
Email: rebecca@janecraigie.com

	BASF SE
67056 Ludwigshafen
www.basf.com
presse.kontakt@basf.com

	
	
	



image1.png




image2.png




image3.png
HE

\/\

‘ " \
WAV © /mvm\fg //\\h//\\ ks
\ - :

)

\

\

\
\\//
\
A\ \

WV \\ﬂ N A (AN A\ B\





