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Norfolk grower irrigating cereals to protect yield potential amid dry spell

With just 13mm of rain since the beginning of March, Norfolk grower, Michael Wilton will start irrigating cereals this week to protect yield potential.

Michael manages the Stody Estate’s acreage in North Norfolk alongside 600ha of contract farmland. Crops are looking well but with little rain in the forecast and 80kg of nitrogen yet to be washed into the soil’s profile, irrigation has become his number one priority.

“It’s the biggest challenge we’ve got at the moment,” he says.

“Though we will be making case-by-case decisions, spring barley and those winter wheat crops with the highest potential will be the top priorities.”

“We also have onions, potatoes and sugar beet in the ground and within the next 10 days they will all be needing moisture too.”

Local BASF Agronomy Manager, Hugo Pryce, agrees: “It’s desperately dry in the east and there’s little rain in the forecast. Crops are starting to lose tillers, and with them, yield potential.”  

The Stody Estate produces winter wheat for the seed market and has SY Cheer, LG Beowulf, KWS Arnie, KWS Dawsum and some pre-basic seed in the ground. All have good resistance scores against yellow rust which may explain why he’s not seen those tell-tale pustules in his crops. Septoria is present but with the dry conditions, isn’t currently active. 

“At this moment, we’re quite clean but we will still apply a strong fungicide when the wheat gets to the right growth stage,” he says.

Strong genetics and no visible yellow rust means Michael’s focus is on T1 rather than T0. 

“My view - which doesn’t change from season to season - is that T1 is a very important building block for the rest of programme and needs to be robust.  

“I’m looking at Inatreq (fenpicoxamid) plus RevyPro on those crops with the highest potential.  RevyPro with its two actives, is a very attractive mix partner – while the Revysol rate is a little lower, there’s some prothioconazole in the formulation.”

Hugo says it is sound strategy: “The season can quickly turn. If you don’t establish a solid foundation, you can end up chasing disease – a battle you’re likely to lose.  But, if you start with a strong T1, and disease pressure remains low, there is always the option to reduce rates at T2.”

RevyPro® contains 50 g/l Revysol® and 100 g/l prothioconazole and has strong efficacy on a broad range of diseases such as Septoria, yellow rust and brown rust, and good activity on eyespot.

“As well as offering strong control across a broad range of diseases, RevyPro will protect its mix partners. Independent bodies like Niab recognise Revysol as the most effective azole available and it will protect chemistry like fenpicoxamid which applies stronger selection pressure and is at a higher risk of resistance development,” adds Hugo.  

As the irrigators head to the fields, Michael notes that he is turning a ‘dry season’ into a ‘wet season’ and needs to ensure his fungicide programme reflects the impact on disease pressure.

“A few years ago, we were involved in a trial and saw a tenfold increase in the amount of Septoria genetic material present in the irrigated winter wheat,” he explains.

Hugo explains why: “Irrigation will create ‘rain splash’ and spread the Septoria up the plants but with a robust T1 planned, Michael has the increased pressure covered.”

Reflecting on the season so far, Michael describes the near-average start might have been a saving grace. 

“Currently, we’re able to manage the biomass we’ve got. Had crops come out of the winter, large and forward this spring, we would now be struggling a bit with available moisture and nitrogen uptake. So, I'm not disappointed with where we've ended up, but the need for rain is becoming more critical every day - especially with higher temperatures forecast.”
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Use plant protection products safely. Always read the label and product information before use. For further product information including warning phrases and symbols refer to www.agricentre.basf.co.uk. For further information, please do not hesitate to contact your local BASF Agronomy Manager or the BASF Technical Services Hotline: 0845 602 2553. 
RevyPro® contains mefentrifluconazole (Revysol®) and prothioconazole. RevyPro®, and Revysol® are registered Trademarks of BASF. All other brand names used on this publication are Trademarks of other manufacturers in which proprietary rights may exist. © BASF 2025. All rights reserved.

About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
Everything we do, we do for the love of farming. Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population, while reducing environmental impacts. That’s why we are working with partners and experts to integrate sustainability criteria into all business decisions. With €944 million in 2023, we continue to invest in a strong R&D pipeline, combining innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our solutions are purpose-designed for different crop systems. Connecting seeds and traits, crop protection products, digital tools and sustainability approaches, to help deliver the best possible outcomes for farmers, growers and our other stakeholders along the value chain. With teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we do everything in our power to build a sustainable future for agriculture. In 2023, our division generated sales of €10.1 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or our social media channels.


About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 111,000 employees in the BASF Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €87.3 billion in 2022. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com.
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