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Strathspey Monitor Farm meeting to focus on livestock autumn tasks

Cattle condition scoring, nutrition, winter housing preparation and back-end grazing will be key topics at the Strathspey Monitor Farm autumn meeting. Livestock producers will hear about some of the changes happening at the farm, and specialists who work closely with the Monitor Farmer will discuss preparing farms for a successful autumn and winter.

The open meeting, on Wednesday 18 September at Auchernack, Grantown on Spey, will include a chance for visitors to test their skills and get their eye in with body condition scoring cattle, so numbers are limited and booking is essential.

The importance of nutrition planning and its impact on decision-making at Auchernack will be a key focus, with Monitor Farmer Malcolm Smith and SAC ruminant nutritionist Karen Stewart discussing results of their recent collaboration. Visitors will hear how forage measuring and management has improved profitability of the suckler herd, and where there is potential to drive performance further through use of body condition scoring, improved shed ventilation and better grass quality.
 
Professor Simon Turner, SRUC expert in animal behaviour has been working with Monitor Farmers on the production, health and welfare benefits of maintaining cows in good condition. He will demonstrate hands-on, efficient and accurate body condition scoring, with attendees having the opportunity to assess a selection of Malcolm's cattle. 

Jamie Robertson, specialist in animal housing, will discuss how to get the environment right for housed stock. He will highlight how well-designed buildings can impact positively on health, growth and financial return; ventilation, hygiene and space are all critical.  

He will use Auchernack’s steading to explain which parts of it could slow growth and then suggest practical improvements, as well as discussing costs and return on investment of potential changes to these typical farm buildings.  

Back-end grazing and nutrition will be the focus for Euan Campbell, Watson Seeds’ seed specialist. He provided Auchernack with a new mixed species sward, sown in late spring 2024, and will explain the idea behind the mix plus management methods to ensure its long-term success. He will also be looking at the farm’s mature swards; while the Smiths manage their grazing well, can it be improved further? 

Peter Beattie, Monitor Farm regional adviser says: “This will be a really practical afternoon for livestock farmers and stock managers, with plenty of opportunity to discuss autumn and winter planning with hands-on specialists.”
 
The meeting starts at 2.30pm. Numbers are limited, so booking is essential. Please car share if possible. Please wear suitable outdoor clothing, and clean vehicles, footwear, and clothing before attending for biosecurity. No children under 16 or dogs are allowed.

· Strathspey Monitor Farm autumn meeting - Wednesday 18 September, 2.30pm- 5.30pm at Auchernack Farm, Grantown On Spey, PH26 3NH. Booking: https://bit.ly/3LNnu8K  


Ends



Notes to editors:

About Monitor Farm Scotland:
· The Monitor Farm Scotland programme is managed by Quality Meat Scotland with support from AHDB.
· The programme is fully funded by the Scottish Government Knowledge Transfer Innovation Fund.
· The nine farms chosen to take part in this four-year programme reflect the diverse tapestry of livestock and mixed farming across Scotland.
· The aim of the programme is to help to farms reach full economic, social, and environmental sustainability by optimising production.
· The programme is farmer led and farmer driven with support from specialists and experts to assess farm performance, explore opportunities, and develop solutions to the challenges faced.
· Each Monitor Farm will be steered by a management group of 10 to 12 farming businesses with support from the local community group.
· The learnings and the example set by Monitor farms aims to benefit farmers across the whole of Scotland.
· The programme is managed by an in-house delivery team, who are funded through the programme and managed by QMS. 
· For more information visit: https://www.monitorfarms.co.uk/

About QMS 
Quality Meat Scotland (QMS) is the public body which helps Scotland’s £2.8 billion red meat sector maximise its positive role in our wealth, health and environment. This includes supporting productivity and profitability, sustainability and integrity, as well as around 50,000 jobs across the red meat supply chain including in some of our most rural areas.   
90% of Scotland’s cattle, sheep and pig livestock farmed for red meat are part of our internationally recognised and approved assurance schemes, under the Scotch Beef UK geographical indicator (UKGI), Scotch Lamb UKGI and Specially Selected Pork brands. They give people at home and overseas the legal guarantee that the meat they buy has come from animals that have spent their whole lives being raised to the highest of standards.  
The suite of assurance schemes extends across the supply chain including feeds, haulage, auction-market and processing. Together the six livestock and non-livestock schemes make sure Scotland’s red meat is among the worlds-best for quality, animal welfare standards, production and traceability. 
We are evidence-informed and work closely with partners across the supply chain to track developments in the beef, pork and lamb markets, sharing latest market prices, market developments and commentary with industry. 
QMS also: 
· runs major marketing and advertising campaigns to promote the brands and drive demand 
· supports product development and innovation for profitable supply chains 
· works on projects which support environmentally friendly practice for a sustainable sector that plays a key part in protecting our planet 
· educates young and aspiring people across classrooms, sports clubs and communities in Scotland on the health benefits of red meat and career opportunity in the sector 
Please note that the use of the word ‘Scotch’ in the Scotch Beef and Scotch Lamb brands is correct and should not be substituted for an alternative such as Scots or Scottish. The history of the use of the word Scotch in this way traces back to the 18th century.  
Useful info 
· QMS 5-year Strategy to 2028 
· Red Meat Industry Profile 2024 – for key statistics across the red meat supply chain 
· QMS website  
· QMS social media - Facebook / Twitter / LinkedIn 
· QMS Podcast  
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