[image: ]

Page 2	13/08/18

	
[bookmark: _Hlk172557222]Determination delivers against resistant black-grass 

For many, autumn 2023 will be remembered as the year black-grass gained the upper hand. But for Somerset grower, Mark Doble, it marked the end of an eight-year battle with the grassweed.

Mark farms 160ha in Illminster. He grows winter wheat, oilseed rape, winter linseed, maize and potatoes.

“Back in 2016 our landlord took back two fields of grade three arable land for solar. In return, he offered 17.5 hectares of grade two arable land,” explains Mark. “It seemed like a reasonable exchange; however, these fields came with a very high black-grass population.”

Being a seed grower, it was a significant problem for Mark. 

AD crops give Mark the upper hand

The first two years of cropping saw the acreage put into maize and wholecropped for anaerobic digestion (AD).  According to Richard Guest, the local BASF Agronomy Manager, it was a wise decision.

“Maize is a good crop for gaining the upper hand against black-grass,” he says.  “It presents an opportunity to get multiple stale seedbeds ahead of drilling in April or May.  

By then, any germinating black-grass tends to be weaker and not as prolific in its seed set. 

“It also allows you to use different chemistry; it’s a useful rotational tool,” he adds. 

In 2019, Mark tried to grow winter wheat, applying a robust herbicide programme but there were still big patches of the grass weed. 

For harvest 2020, the hectarage was returned to maize and wheat was tried again that autumn.

The turning point

In an attempt to smother the black-grass, Mark grew winter barley for harvest 2022. “We rogued it that year, and didn’t find much black-grass at all,” he says.  

The following year, Mark grew oilseed rape.  “We choose a Clearfield variety, 1266, which enabled us to apply Cleravo, as well as Kerb Flo (propyzamide),” he explains.

Gaining the upper hand

This year, the field has returned to winter wheat.  Mark drilled the competitive variety, Champion, on 9th October 2023. 

“Drilling is always a balancing act,” acknowledges Richard. “But the effects of delaying drilling are huge; the control you can achieve with chemistry equates to delaying drilling by around four weeks.” 

Less than a day after sowing the crop, Mark applied Luxinum Plus + Stomp Aqua and Hurricane (diflufenican). 

For Richard, this was key – not only does it optimise the herbicide performance but reduces risk. 

“Getting Luximo on at pre-emergence and using the most effective chemistry first, means that, if conditions allow, he has the option to return with follow-up treatments early post-em.”

Once again, Mark hand rogued the acreage. “Over the 17.5 ha, we found just six plants, so I’m thrilled to bits,” he says, “I would have drilled a seed crop if I’d have known!”  

For Richard, Luximo® is just the final piece in the puzzle – it’s Mark’s diligence that has been the real winner. 

“We’ve only got to this point because Mark has been ruthless in deploying IPM strategies and strategic with his use of chemistry.

“Luximo is not a silver-bullet,” he hastens to add.  “The reason it has worked so well for Mark, is that it is part of a wider long-term IPM strategy.”
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[bookmark: _Hlk114150320]Use plant protection products safely. Always read the label and product information before use. For further product information including warning phrases and symbols refer to www.agricentre.basf.co.uk. For further information, please do not hesitate to contact your local BASF Agronomy Manager or the BASF Technical Services Hotline: 0845 602 2553.
[bookmark: _Hlk76985048][bookmark: _Hlk147849400][bookmark: _Hlk76985028]Cleravo® contains (imazamox and quinmerac). Luxinum® Plus contains cinmethylin (Luximo® ). Stomp® Aqua contains pendimethalin. Cleravo®, Luxinum®, Luximo® and Stomp® are registered trademarks of BASF. All other brand names used on this publication are Trademarks of other manufacturers in which proprietary rights may exist.  © BASF 2021. All rights reserved.

About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
Everything we do, we do for the love of farming. Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population, while reducing environmental impacts. That’s why we are working with partners and experts to integrate sustainability criteria into all business decisions. With €944 million in 2023, we continue to invest in a strong R&D pipeline, combining innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our solutions are purpose-designed for different crop systems. Connecting seeds and traits, crop protection products, digital tools and sustainability approaches, to help deliver the best possible outcomes for farmers, growers and our other stakeholders along the value chain. With teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we do everything in our power to build a sustainable future for agriculture. In 2023, our division generated sales of €10.1 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or our social media channels.


About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 111,000 employees in the BASF Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €87.3 billion in 2022. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com.
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