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Businesses and individuals who are driving innovation and supporting future advancements in the UK agricultural sector are invited to apply to BASF for Collaboration. 
Following the success in 2023, BASF UK and Ireland have re-launched their Innovation Collaboration Day, an event which calls for start-ups and scale-up innovators to apply for investment to develop their concept.  
The worldwide manufacturer has a strong history of investing in research and development, bringing many new products and solutions to the market that support food production, sustainability, biodiversity and the environment. 
This year, as part of Innovation Collaboration Day 2024, they are looking for innovators who are working to deliver precision and digital applications, genetic editing, crop production or plant health and resilience. 
BASF is looking to establish long-term relationships with bespoke investments offered to suit successful candidates in the form of mentoring, marketing, financial support and collaboration on scaling to accessing new networks and research.  
Shortlisted candidates will be invited to a pitching day, where they will present their concept and provide insight into how it will help advance the future of agriculture. 
Glaia Ltd, who applied in 2023, produce a biostimulant that uses unique, carbon-based nanotechnologies to unlock the real potential of photosynthesis and maximise global food production. Commenting on the event, CEO Dr David Benito-Alifonso said,
“Our photosynthetic promoters allow plants to utilise more light, increasing crop yields and enabling more sustainable agriculture practices. There’s no silver bullet that can solve the climate crisis, but we believe that the support of corporations like BASF is key to accelerating the adoption of game-changing technologies like ours.”
Whilst the Innovation Collaboration Day is only in its second year, BASF has been investing in land-based, embryonic start-ups and entrepreneurs for decades. Rob Gladwin, Head of Technical Management for Agricultural Solutions, UK & Ireland will be part of the review panel this year. 
“To ensure the agricultural sector remains competitive and vibrant within the UK and Ireland, we need to continue to bring new solutions and ideas to the market, and the best way to do that is by working collaboratively through partnerships, such as the ones we create at BASF. 
“We are facing significant business and political change, with our sector implementing new techniques to ensure we are more efficient than ever, whilst also taking into consideration the many external factors that are out with our control such as the weather, consumer demands and trade.
“This is an opportunity to be at the forefront of this change, and to help shape the future of UK agriculture. Whether you are in the very early stages or have been working on a project for a few years, we are keen to hear from you.”
To find out more visit the BASF website. Applications close on 31 May 2024 with shortlisting taking place in August and the pitch day in September. Please contact icDay-uk@basf.com for further support. 
~Ends~
About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
Everything we do, we do for the love of farming. Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population, while reducing environmental impacts. That’s why we are working with partners and experts to integrate sustainability criteria into all business decisions. With €944 million in 2023, we continue to invest in a strong R&D pipeline, combining innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our solutions are purpose-designed for different crop systems. Connecting seeds and traits, crop protection products, digital tools and sustainability approaches, to help deliver the best possible outcomes for farmers, growers and our other stakeholders along the value chain. With teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we do everything in our power to build a sustainable future for agriculture. In 2023, our division generated sales of €10.1 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or our social media channels.

About BASF

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 112,000 employees in the BASF Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €68.9 billion in 2023. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com.
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