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A summer calendar of Monitor Farm Programme events will showcase farm business improvements and forward planning

Nine on-farm events designed to spark discussion and peer-to-peer learning on future proofing farming businesses, financially, practically, and environmentally, will take place across Scotland this summer.

The meetings have been arranged by the Monitor Farm Scotland team for farmers and crofters to meet and to hear a combination of both farmers and expert speakers discuss a range of farm business and environmental improvement subjects, with alongside practical demonstrations. 

The free to attend meets will take place on each of the nine Monitor Farms and will be followed by local food and refreshments.  The first meeting is being held at the Strathspey Monitor Farm at Grantown on Spey (Monday 3 June from 5pm), with the subject of future proofing your business.  Hosts, the Smith family will explain how they are planning for the future of the business with the next generation of farmers in their family in mind. 

Visitors will hear about digestate use, Abbie McGillivray from ScotEID Livestock Traceability will be covering herd performance management software, NatureScot will discuss natural habitat enhancement, and the Smith family will share their new heifer selection policy.  RSABI running a fund-raising competition to guess the combined prices of new, second hand and vintage tractors, as well as a toy tractor, which will be on display thanks to Netherton Tractors.  

In Banff and Buchan (Friday 7 June), farmers and crofters are invited to join mixed farmer Bruce Irvine, near Fraserburgh. John Gilliland OBE will be exploring the opportunities for mixed enterprise farms in Scotland to tackle the Net Zero Challenge.  Visitors will meet at Aberdour Parish Hall at 2pm before heading to the farm to hear from various speakers about woodland options, carbon capture, sheep management and soil analysis.

At the East Lothian Monitor farm run by the McNicols (Tuesday 11 June from 3.30pm), Dr Kenneth Loade will be delving into the future of farming and carbon, and Agreena and UNDO who will be considering soil management options and carbon capture.  Farmstrong Scotland will be joining for an interactive session on wellbeing and the meet will conclude with a BBQ.

Sustainable livestock production is the topic of the day at the Duncan’s Stirlingshire Monitor Farm (Wednesday 12 June from 3pm) with keynote speaker farmer and Aberdeen Angus Society CEO Robert Gilchrist providing advice on maximising profitability of the suckler cow.  The Moredun Research Institute will be giving practical demonstrations on faecal egg counting for those interested in understanding more about anthelmintic use in cattle and sheep, and Senior SAC Consultant Alex Pirie will be discussing nature enhancement and biodiversity auditing.  

The final June event is at the South Ayrshire Monitor Farm run by the Andrew family on Wednesday 26 June, and will focus on on-farm improvements. 

Dates for the diary for upcoming July on-farm Monitor Farm meetings: 

16 July – Deeside Monitor Farm – Forage and finishing.
18 July – Roxburgh Monitor Farm – Business Resilience
25 July – Argyllshire Monitor Farm – lamb selection, forage utilisation, finishing.
30 July – Dumfries Monitor Farm – Incremental change leading to improved efficiency.

All these events are free to attend, farmers and crofters are welcomed to discover more about the work being achieved on these Monitor Farms, and the subjects being covered at each meeting.  It is asked that visitors pre-book their place, wear appropriate clean clothing and footwear, car share where possible and use a clean vehicle for biosecurity reasons.  No dogs are allowed at these events and pre-booking is essential. 

If you would like more information or to book a place at one of these events, please see www.monitorfarms.co.uk/farms.
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Notes to editors:

QMS is the public body responsible for promoting the Scotch Beef and Scotch Lamb brands in the UK and PGI labelled Scotch Beef and Scotch Lamb branded products abroad, and for promoting Scottish pork products under the Specially Selected Pork logo.

Please note that the use of the word Scotch in the Scotch Beef and Scotch Lamb brands is correct and should not be substituted for an alternative such as Scots or Scottish. The history of the use of the word Scotch in this way, traces back to the 18th century.

QMS also helps the Scottish red meat sector improve its sustainability, efficiency and profitability and maximise its contribution to Scotland's economy.

The quality assurance schemes run by QMS cover more than 90% of livestock farmed for red meat in Scotland. They offer consumers in the UK and overseas the legal guarantee that the meat they buy has come from animals that have spent their whole lives being raised to some of the world’s strictest welfare standards.

Scotland’s beef, lamb and pork producers make an important contribution to the country’s economic, social and environmental sustainability, contributing over £2 billion to the annual GDP of Scotland and supporting around 50,000 jobs (many in fragile rural areas) in the farming, agricultural supply and processing sectors.

For more information visit www.qmscotland.co.uk or follow QMS on Facebook or Twitter.
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