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Change of leadership team for BASF UK and Ireland
Joel Johnson has been appointed Agricultural Solutions Business Director for the UK and Ireland.
The role was formally managed by Neil Kay, who was promoted to Vice President for Agricultural Solutions for EMEA West earlier this year.
Joel joined BASF in 2006 as an Agronomy Manager and went on to be National Retail Sales Manager for Canada. Prior to moving to the UK in 202, to take on the role of Agricultural Solutions Head of Marketing, he worked for BASF’s Global Marketing Business in Raleigh, USA.
Having grown up on his family farm in Canada, where their main crop is winter wheat Joel is deeply passionate about global agriculture, which has served him well adapting to the UK market. His extensive experience working with growers, agronomists and distribution customers across the world, and latterly in the UK, means he is keen to ensure the company continues to focus on a strategy that delivers sustainable solutions for the agricultural industry  
Commenting on his appointment Joel said, 
“The biggest transformations we’ve witnessed throughout the agricultural sector over the past decade have been driven by innovations in crop protection, seed genetics and hybridisation, alongside the uptake of digital technologies and data to support farmers with their decision making.


“With an increasing population and the ever-growing need to build climate resilience, it is more important than ever that we provide solutions so agricultural businesses can have long-term viability, both in terms of their financial return and their impact on the environment and society, supporting the sectors next transformations. 
Joel has been instrumental in the UK’s relaunch of the “Farming, the Biggest Job on Earth” campaign.
“I am extremely proud of our partnerships and the work we do to ensure we engage at all levels from farmers and advisors, through to scientific researchers, politicians, and more recently schools and families. 
“Having grown up on a farm in rural Canada “Farming, the Biggest Job on Earth” resonates with me on a deeply personal level. I will continue to support the team to celebrate and share the positive messages, whilst providing tools and support so the industry can advocate for farming.”
Understanding the challenges facing the sector, and collaborating to build solutions, will continue to be a key focus for Joel. 
“Farmers are continually looking for solutions to protect themselves against the impacts of climate change by adopting more sustainable farming practices like improving soil health, increasing biodiversity and adopting diverse cropping systems, but they need an extensive toolbox to support them in doing this. At BASF we will continue to invest in our strong research and development pipeline, which includes our trials network and the Real Results Circle, so that we can support them through this journey.”
-Ends-
About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division	
 Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population while reducing environmental impacts. Working with partners and agricultural experts and by integrating sustainability criteria into all business decisions, we help farmers to create a positive impact on sustainable agriculture. That’s why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline, connecting innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our portfolio comprises seeds and specifically selected plant traits, chemical and biological crop protection, solutions for soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we strive to find the right balance for success – for farmers, agriculture and future generations. In 2021, our division generated sales of €8.2 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any of our social media channels.

About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 111,000 employees in the BASF Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €78.6 billion in 2021. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com.
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