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	New easyconnect caps on BASF oilseed rape products mark UK milestone
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For the first time in the UK, new easyconnect caps will be available to growers on BASF’s oilseed rape crop protection products from autumn 2023. These caps enable the use of the easyconnect Closed Transfer System (CTS) and mark a milestone in UK agriculture, as new CTS filling methods make farm operations more convenient and even safer for users and the environment.

The easyconnect system consists of two components: the easyconnect cap, which comes pre-fitted on product containers and the easyconnect coupler, which supports the safe and drip-free filling of the spray tank with liquid crop protection products. Together they establish the CTS that provides farmers with a compelling combination of increased safety and convenience when filling the sprayer. “Cleanload Nexus” from Hyrpo is the current coupler of the easyconnect closed transfer system available in the UK. 

Step forward in responsible product stewardship

Rob Gladwin, Head of Technical Management, BASF underlines, “This is an important step forward in our journey to ensure the responsible stewardship of our products, significantly reducing the potential risk of point source pollution and increasing operator safety.

BASF easyconnect capped crop protection products are already in use in parts of Europe, and this conversion of our product packaging will be expanding across the BASF portfolio.

BASF developed easyconnect in collaboration with third-party equipment manufacturers and joined forces with other agricultural industry players to ensure farmers have a broad choice of products from many manufacturers that will be compatible with the easyconnect system. This means it will be easier for farmers to switch to CTS.” 


Safer, quicker, and easier
Nigel Durdy, Ninevah Farm, near Doncaster in Yorkshire annually sprays 4000 ha of mainly combinable crops with his 36 m Rogator sprayer and is one of the pilot farmers from across the UK trialling the easyconnect CTS. 
Mr Durdy explains “It’s a step forward, once the easyconnect  caps are on the cans there will be no reason not to use it. The CTS lowers operator exposure from a spillage point of view and really lowers the chance of point source contamination.

It is a simple system; you can’t go wrong and it is quicker and easier. You put the can on the machine, it will empty the contents out and then you just pull a lever and it will rinse the can, so it is lowering the chances of spillage or splashing because it is in a closed transfer system.

The whole agricultural industry will be using it in time as things move forwards, however, if growers receive a product with an easyconnect cap and do not have a coupler, they can simply unscrew the cap as normal.”

For more information, visit: easyconnect.tech
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Disclaimer
Use plant protection products safely. Always read the label and product information before use. For further product information including warning phrases and symbols refer to www.agricentre.basf.co.uk © BASF 2023. All rights reserved.

Receive the latest press releases from BASF via WhatsApp on your smartphone or tablet. Register for our news service at basf.com/whatsapp-news.
About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 122,000 employees in the BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of around €63 billion in 2018. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com.
[bookmark: _Hlk514423900]About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
With a rapidly growing population, the world is increasingly dependent on our ability to develop and maintain sustainable agriculture and healthy environments. Working with farmers, agricultural professionals, pest management experts and others, it is our role to help make this possible. That’s why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline and broad portfolio, including seeds and traits, chemical and biological crop protection, soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we connect innovative thinking and down-to-earth action to create real world ideas that work – for farmers, society and the planet. In 2018, our division generated sales of €6.2 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any of our social media channels.
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