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	BASF’s Biggest Job on Earth campaign tackles the big topics

	00/00/00


In an effort to tackle some of farming’s biggest challenges, BASF’s Biggest Job on Earth campaign will start 2023 with a session at the Oxford Farming Conference (OFC).

Farmers from home and abroad will be speaking about balancing the need to produce high-quality food and care for the natural environment, for future generations, in an OFC breakfast session on Friday 6th January.

“Feeding an ever-growing population, conserving nature, economic uncertainty and responding to a changing climate - there has never been a more challenging time for farming, farmers, and our industry and that’s why BASF believes farming is the biggest job on earth,” says Mia Belfield, BASF Marketing Communications Manager.
“Our campaign, Farming, the Biggest Job on Earth, provides a platform for those within the industry to share their stories and advocate for UK agriculture at a time when we need it the most.”
The OFC session follows a 2022 campaign which saw the BASF team take the Biggest Job on Earth funfair stand out on the road to industry and consumer events and launch a successful podcast series that tells farmers’ stories and the reality of what they do.
“Crafted with as much emotional connection and consciousness that farmers share with their land, the podcast brings farmers to the fore to talk about the simple and the more complex aspects of farming,” explains Mia.  “It’s accessible tone and style makes it an immersive listen whether you’re involved in agriculture, or not.”

In the first episode, host Jane Craigie told the story of bread, talking with farmers and bakers shortly after this year’s harvest. Next the podcast tackled the big issue of mental health with farmer, Ben Taylor Davies explaining his experiences after his youngest child had a life changing accident. Lydia Slack discusses ‘coming out’ as a young adult from a farming family and their journey to acceptance and allyship and Jude McCann, who heads up the charity the Farming Community Network explores support available for farmers and families during difficult business and personal times.  
 
“It’s a powerful episode which explores tackling challenges, having difficult conversations and looking after our wellbeing,” says Mia.  

The most recent episode celebrates the holiday season, exploring the highs and lows of supplying food for the festive period with three farming families, and an emotional conversation with Katya, an agricultural economist who escaped Ukraine as a refugee just after the invasion in February 2022 and will return to Kyiv to be with her family for Christmas. 

“This episode encapsulates the time, energy and effort that goes into preparing what’s on our plates during the festive season,” comments Mia. “It brings home the need to cherish the family, friends and food that we all have during any festive period.’
To listen to the podcast series, visit: https://soundcloud.com/basf-ag-solutions-uk/sets/farming-biggest-job-on-earth 
The Biggest Job on Earth sessions at the Oxford Farming Conference is open to all ticket holders. Delegates can pre-book tickets via the OFC website or if you already have a conference ticket, via Eventbrite. BASF will also welcome anyone who turns up on the day, (subject to space) with breakfast and a free t-shirt.
Receive the latest press releases from BASF via WhatsApp on your smartphone or tablet. Register for our news service at basf.com/whatsapp-news.
About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division	
Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population while reducing environmental impacts. Working with partners and agricultural experts and by integrating sustainability criteria into all business decisions, we help farmers to create a positive impact on sustainable agriculture. That’s why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline, connecting innovative thinking with practical action in the field. Our portfolio comprises seeds and specifically selected plant traits, chemical and biological crop protection, solutions for soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we strive to find the right balance for success – for farmers, agriculture and future generations. In 2021, our division generated sales of €8.2 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any of our social media channels.

About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 111,000 employees in the BASF Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €78.6 billion in 2021. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com.
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