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News Release
	
xarvioTM launches biodiversity planner

BASF Digital Farming GmbH has joined forces with the UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (UKCEH) to integrate their detailed environmental data in the ASSIST E-Planner tool, with the comprehensive online crop optimisation solution, xarvio FIELD MANAGER.

Alongside the business-orientated agronomic features and advice offered by FIELD MANAGER, such as pest and disease forecasting and variable rate application maps, its users will now be able to accurately identify less productive areas, assess their suitability for a range of environmental management options and integrate those insights with their seeding, nutrition and crop protection maps. 

“Integrating the E-Planner tool means growers will have, at their fingertips, the information they need to optimise crop production , biodiversity and deliver environmental benefits,” says Nicholas Corker, Innovation Manager at UKCEH.

Mike Green, Sustainability Manager for BASF agrees: “Not only are growers under increasing pressure to use their land in different ways - from food production, to wildlife habitats and carbon sequestration - but increasingly we’re looking for results.  The integration of ASSIST E-Planner allows stakeholders to make better, more-informed decisions and that helps ensure that where land managers choose to incorporate environmental management options, they deliver.

“Agricultural sciences and environmental sciences have never been incompatible, but too often have been separate schools of thought.  This project helps unify thinking and brings synergy to crop production and environmental management.”

Using historic biomass data from satellites, FIELD MANAGER’s ‘Power Zones maps’ show the long-term yield potential of field areas. Growers using this feature can now overlay the ASSIST E-Planner maps showing the suitability of potential biodiversity activities and allocate separate ‘management zones’ within the system. When creating digital application maps for their drill or sprayer, these management zones can be included and automatically considered during tasks.

“The E-Planner provides maps showing the most suitable locations in all fields across Great Britain for a range of environmental management options, including sowing flower-rich pollinator habitats and winter bird food, creating woodland, restoring wet grassland and protecting water courses from pollution. They are all underpinned by detailed national datasets including soils, nearby habitats, slope and shading to assess land suitability,” explains Dr John Redhead, UKCEH’s technical lead.

“Together with FIELD MANAGER’s Management Zones – which enable growers to allocate field areas for alternative management and integrate into seeding and spray maps – we’ve a powerful decision-making support and implementation tool,” explains Nicolas Werner, xarvio’s digital farming technology manager.

The E-Planner, which is now also available through FIELD MANAGER, is just one of the practical digital tools being developed as part of the Achieving Sustainable Agricultural Systems (ASSIST) project. This six-year £12 million research programme, funded by UK Research and Innovation, is a partnership between UKCEH, Rothamsted Research and the British Geological Survey.
Professor Richard Pywell of UKCEH, programme manager of ASSIST, explains: “The E-Planner has been rigorously tested in the field, and we’re delighted to be able to bring its functionality to FIELD MANAGER. The combination provides a holistic farming tool.
“The ASSIST team is excited to be working in partnership with BASF Digital Farming to help increase the efficiency and sustainability of food production, whilst delivering multiple benefits to the environment and biodiversity.”
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For more information about xarvioTM and the ASSIST E-Planner please contact:

Louis Wells, BASF Market Manager Solutions and Services, Agricultural Solutions 
Mobile: +44 7770 846 889, Email: louis.wells@basf.com

Dr. John Redhead,  Spatial Ecologist and Earth Observation Scientist ,  UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology
Email: johdhe@ceh.ac.uk

Natalie Reed, Jane Craigie Marketing
Mobile: +44 7843 681385, Email: natalie@janecraigie.com 

Louis and John will also be available on the UKCEH stand at Cereals 2021 (time tbc).


About xarvioTM Digital Farming Solutions; a brand by BASF Digital Farming GmbH 
xarvioTM is at the forefront of the digital transformation of agriculture optimizing crop production. xarvioTM offers digital products, based on a global leading crop model platform, which deliver independent field-zone-specific agronomic advice enabling farmers to produce their crops most efficiently and sustainable. The xarvioTM products SCOUTING, FIELD MANAGER and HEALTHY FIELDS are being used by farmers in more than 100 countries worldwide. For more information please visit xarvio.com or any of our social media channels. The xarvioTM FIELD MANAGER is used by 60.000 farmers (total area of more than 7 million ha) in 17 countries, and xarvioTM SCOUNTING is used by over 4 million farmers in 120 countries.

About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division
At BASF, we  create  chemistry  for  a  sustainable  future.  We combine  economic  success  with  environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 117,000  employees in the BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the  world.  Our  portfolio  is  organized  into  six  segments:  Chemicals,  Materials,  Industrial  Solutions,  Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €59 billion in    2019. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com.
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